TURKEY

CONTENTS
1. MAP OF TURKEY
2. OVERVIEW OF TURKEY
3. DESTINATION HIGHLIGHTS

ASSOS

EUROPE

TURKEY
CESME
AFRICA

KUSADASI / EPHESUS

DIDIM PENINSULA

TURKBUKU
GOKOVA

BODRUM
MARMARIS
DATCA
PENINSULA

BOZBURUN
PENINSULA

DALYAN DELTA

ANTALYA

GOCEK
FETHIYE
OLUDENIZ
XANTHOS

MAP OF

TURKEY

KALKAN
RHODES

KAS

TURKEY
Sailing through these sapphire waters, you’ll be
following in the footsteps of the world’s ancient
cultures. One of the most beautiful and fascinating
countries in the world, Turkey represents both
physically and culturally the crossroads between
East and West. Along the Aegean coast, you’ll find
a culture and history intrinsically tied to the ancient
Greeks. Venture inland and you’d find other
influences, from the Kurds of Iraq to Russian and
central Asian cultures. Everywhere you go, though,
the constant is the friendliness of the people, always
happy to talk to you and share stories and
information. Best of all is the food, a fresh, delicious
cuisine, tied throughout histry to the sea and the
rocky land.
So savor your çay and Turkish coffee in waterfront
cafés, get a massage at a traditional hammam, dive
amongst ancient shipwrecks, lounge on a beach
imported by Cleopatra, wander through the ruins of
ancient cities... As the pace of life here takes over
and you fall in love with this warm, beautiful country,
just remember that it really has always been like this.

DESTINATION HIGHLIGHTS

ASSOS
As you approach this town from across the Gulf of
Edremit, see if you can spot the remains of the ancient
amphitheatre—carved into the green hillside that slopes
down to the port and the sapphire sea—where Aristotle
once lectured. Despite the dramatic position and
storied past, Assos and Behramkale, as the hilltop town
is officially known, have remained virtually unknown to
foreign tourists, guaranteeing a low-key visit even if the
Istanbullus are out in full force.
The historic port consists of a handful of former merchant
storehouses, all of which have been turned into
pensions or hotels, and waterfront restaurants serving
fish pulled from the sea by the fishermen you’ll likely
befriend. Lounge about here, or hike up the hill to the
friendly town and ruins of Behramkale. The onceimpressive Temple of Athena and many of the town’s
more preserved ancient buildings have been taken
to museums around the world, but what’s left is still
magnificent enough to have you readily picturing
Aristotle and his students. As you chat with locals over
çay (Turkish tea) in the shady town square or stand
under a fig tree and look out toward the Greek isle
of Lesbos, you’ll feel that you’ve stepped into a way
of life that has continued unchanged for millennia.
If you have time while you’re on the Gult of Edremit, pay a
visit to the nearby resort town of Küçükkuyu, which has
more impressive beaches, and hike up above the
towns on legendary Mount Ida. On the southern
shores of the gulf, stop off in Ayvalik, renowned for its
recent emergence as a culinary hot spot. History buffs
will appreciate a detour to Bergama, whose temple
was recreated in Berlin in the Pergamon Museum.

ÇESME
At the edge of a peninsula that almost touches the
Greek island of Chios, not far from the city of Izmir—whose
place in the Greek-Turkish population exchange of the
1920’s has unfortunately overshadowed its long, great
history as the ancient city of Smyrna—lies the relaxed
town of Çesme. Once a quiet, fishing backwater of
brightly-coloured houses, winding streets, and olive
groves, Çesme and the surrounding villages have in
recent decades become a refined beach escape
destination for discerning Istanbullus.
Unless you’re looking to windsurf—the cove at Alaçatı
is considered one of the best windsurfing spots in the
world—plan to spend your time around Çesme slowing
down. The well-preserved towns provide hours of
exploring, from cobblestoned, tree-lined streets to lively
traditional markets to pristine beaches and waterfront
promenades. Picturesque Alaçatı is considered one of
the more charming, and numerous wealthy Istanbullus
have built vacation homes here in recent years. Spend
your days soaking in the area’s natural mineral baths,
savoring fresh sea bass and octopus at the
numerous waterfront restaurants, and sampling local
wines and fig jams. If you’re in need of some beach
time, the best can be found in the towns of Ilica and
Ildiri.

KUSADASI & EPHESUS
The bustling resort port of Kusadası isn’t much to
see on its own; spend an afternoon on the quieter
beaches just off the main strip, shop for local handicrafts
and Turkish designer clothes in the historic center
neighborhood of Kaleiçi, and enjoy cocktails in the
Ottoman-built Kismet Hotel overlooking the Aegean
before ditching the city in favor of the numerous
scenic towns and historic sights in the area.
Half an hour outside Kusadası, the Roman city of
Ephesus (Efes in Turkish) is the most renowned of the
neighboring sights, and with good reason. One of the
best-preserved
Roman
cities
on
the
eastern
Mediterranean, Ephesus was Rome’s major outpost in
the region, and you could easily spend a day wandering
the wide streets of the excavated city, from the
colourful hillside mansions to the towering Library
of Celsus. A guide is essential to the experience, and
the best may even be able to get you into the as-yetunopened excavation areas.
Before you move on, pay a visit to the town of Selçuk,
the gateway to Ephesus and home to the sixth-century
Basilica of St. John, the apostle’s reputed final resting
place, and the acclaimed Selçuk Köftecisi, whose veal
meatballs have drawn visitors for decades. Continue
through the picturesque countryside to the town of
Sirinçe, whose rolling hills, white-washed stone
buildings, and olive groves prompted Oprah to call
it, “the Tuscany of Turkey.” Spend the night at the
charming Güllü Konaklari hotel and dine on borek and
fresh produce at Arsipel restaurant.

DIDIM
On a series of bays and small peninsulas between
Kusadasi and Bodrum, you’ll find some of the Aegean
coast’s best-preserved ancient ruins. Within throwing
distance of the pleasantly unfussy beach resort town
of Didim are the remains of four of ancient Ionia’s
major cities, Priene, Miletus, Didyma, and Heracleia
by Latmus, all of which were coastal ports before
the Meander River filled in the basin to form a plain.
At the top of the hill in Didim, you can visit the Temple
of Apollo, the most impressive sight remaining of
Didyma, and considered a better-preserved, lesstouristed twin of the renowned Temple of Artemis
at Ephesus. Come in July, during the city’s festival,
and you can even attend concerts in the complex’s
ancient amphitheatre. Be sure, also, to pay a visit
to the golden beaches at Altınkum before moving
on to explore the other ruins.
Get to the more inland Heracleia by Latmus, located
on the picturesque Lake Bafa, either from Didim or
via the bay of Akbük Liman, whose wooded coves
and ancient stone chapels are worth an afternoon in
and of themselves. Travel through olive grove
country to peaceful, oft-overlooked Heracleia, whose
impressive city wall and position at the base of
Mount Latmos reveal its former port status. Visit
the lake’s many islands, many of which house
Byzantine ruins, and hike up Latmos in search of
numerous recently-discovered Neolithic drawings.

TURKBUKU
Perched on a hillside sloping down to a protected
bay on the northern shores of the Bodrum peninsula,
this former fishing village has become the hot spot
to see and be seen for fashionable Turks and
international celebrities alike. This is the Bodrum
that claims to be the new St-Tropez, Turkey’s scene
for the glitterati. And yet, it still maintains an aura of
calm, despite the nightclubs and expansive homes;
how could it not, in so idyllic a setting?
Stay at the Maçakizi, a stylish, sophisticated hotel
with breath-taking views over the gardens and
down to the water. Down at the jetty you’ll find the
heart of Türkbükü’s social scene—there are no
beaches here, so the jetties replace them, complete
with umbrellas and lounge chairs—as well as the
Maçakizi’s highly-acclaimed restaurant. If the scene
is a bit too much, try the smaller Ada Hotel, an oasis
of well-designed calm that resembles an Ottoman
villa.
For another side of Bodrum, venture down the coast
to Gümüşlük, a low-key fishing village home to a
more relaxed style of bar and highly-acclaimed
seafood restaurants like Mimoza. Wherever you go,
when the sun gets too hot, go for a swim or a scuba
dive in search of one of the countless ancient
shipwrecks that dot the peninsula’s coastline.

BODRUM
Known amongst Europeans as one of the Mediterranean’s party capitals, the Bodrum peninsula is definitely
a place to see and be seen, but it also offers a little
something for anyone who loves beaches, history, and
the gorgeous Turkish countryside. The charming town
of Bodrum itself—once the ancient city of Halicarnassus,
home of Herodotus—lies at the nexus of two harbours
on the southern coast of the peninsula, in the midst
of the best beaches around, including Bardakci, Içmeler,
and trendy Gümbet.
Stay at the elegant Marmara Bodrum—home to the
ruins of a fourth-century BC watchtower and some of
the best possible views over the twin harbours and
the town’s whitewashed roofs—and dine at popular
restaurants like Limon Café, or the more low-key
Denizhan. Join the party crowds in Gümbet and along
the waterfront and you’ll see how easy it is to get
lulled into the Bodrum lifestyle.
It’d be a shame to come here and miss the history and
the town itself, though. Venture out in the morning and
you’ll find Bodrum as sleepy and low-key as it ever was,
with a colourful market (rarely seen by visitors) and
cobbled streets. Jutting out to divide the two harbours
is the impressive Castle of St. Peter, built in the 15th
century by the Knights of St. John and now home to the
acclaimed Museum of Underwater Archaeology. Pay
a visit, also, to the remains of the Mausoleum of
Halicarnassus, one of the seven wonders of the
ancient world.

GULF OF GÖKOVA
Between Bodrum and the Datça peninsula lies the
sapphire blue Gulf of Gökova, a popular cruising area
for in-the-know Turks. Sloping down to the water’s
edge, you’ll see breathtaking pine forests, as densely
packed as they have been since antiquity. Drift along
in search of the perfect cove to call your own for
the day, tying up in protected waters and at pebbly
beaches for a day of swimming and lounging in the sun.
Pay visits to any of the numerous tiny settlements,
like Çökertme and Akyaka, where a handful of tiny
restaurants attract locals to dine on the just-pulledfrom-the-water catch of the day. Spend your evenings
lounging at sleepy dockside cafes, sipping the aniseflavoured raki liqueur and listening to live music.
Choose one of the Yedi Adalari, or Seven Islands,
to be your private island for a night, and follow the
yachts and Turkish gulets to stunning Degirmen Bay.
Don’t miss Cleopatra’s Beach, the only white-sand
beach in the Gulf, whose soft sands were supposedly
imported from Egypt so that Cleopatra could sun herself
here. Pay a visit to Sogut and the Gökova Sailing Club
to stock up on supplies and treat yourself at one of the
most popular yacht clubs on the coast. Then head back
out into the Gulf to seek out more pristine anchorages
amongst the turquoise and emerald surroundings.

DATCA PENINSULA
Often overlooked by foreign travelers, the Datça
peninsula—where the Aegean and the Mediterranean
seas meet—quietly wins devotees with its ancient
pine forests, sloping hillsides dropping into clear
turquoise waters, and sleepily charming towns. Here,
you’ll encounter a slower pace of life, even for the
laid-back Turkish coastline.
Drop anchor in the harbor at the seaside town of
Datça and you’ll find yourself spending far longer than
a day joining the locals on its waterfront promenade,
dotted with numerous restaurants serving up fresh
fish on outdoor patios. Explore the shops and ice
cream stands that dot the streets winding up the hill
in the picturesque neighborhoods of Resadiye and
Eski Datça. Just out of the main center, join the lowkey beach scene, and swim in the small freshwater
lake and its waterfall. Venture inland and you’ll
discover
picturesque
villages
surrounded
by
olive groves.
Continue on to the end of the peninsula, to the dramatic
ruins of the 4th-century port city of Knidos. Arriving
by sea, you’ll see the bright white amphitheatre
sloping down to the water, framed by dark green
pines and the glittering blue of the harbor. Spend
an afternoon exploring the well-preserved ruins—
particularly the temple of Aphrodite—dining on
traditional Turkish snacks at the sole restaurant,
and lounging in the sun.

BOZBURUN PENINSULA
South of the Datça peninsula, you’ll find the northern
coast of the Bozburun peninsula lined with protected
bays and picturesque seaside towns. Stop in Keci
Buku, one of the most popular bays with luxury
yachters, for a day spent swimming, diving, kayaking,
hiking, or just plain relaxing in the shadow of dramatic,
pine-covered hills. Nearby Hisarönü offers several
unspoilt beaches popular with windsurfers and a
low-key resort vibe not often found along this
popular coastline.
Continue east along the coast, stopping off in such
idyllic hillside towns such as Orhaniye, Bozburun,
and Selimiye, with their winding streets lined with
terraced restaurants serving up traditional meze and
freshly-caught fish. Orhaniye and Bozburun are more
popular for their beaches, but visit Selimiye for its old
world charm and pace of life. Its main street seems
almost unchanged in centuries, and its Wednesday
outdoor market of local dried fruits, cheeses, fabrics,
and fresh vegetables has likely been the same since
the village was founded in antiquity. Dine along the
waterfront at such picturesque restaurants as
Sardunya, shop in the jewelry and carpet boutiques,
and go for walks in the surrounding hills.
You may never want to leave, but, if you must, let it be
for the nearby castle ruins of Hydas, Hygassos, and
Baybassos, which range from the Hellenistic period to
the fifth century.

MARMARIS
Although
European
holiday-goers
have
turned
this once-quaint fishing town into a bustling, overdeveloped tourist destination of sprawling resorts and
crowded beaches, the more discerning traveler can
still find the reasons visitors came in the first place.
Not the least of these is, of course, the protected
bay and its picturesque setting, surrounded by
pine-covered hills and long, sandy beaches; a
day or two spent swimming, scuba diving, waterskiing, jet-skiing, and kayaking would not be amiss.
Go ashore in search of lively nightlife, bustling waterfront restaurants, and beach boutique shopping, but
head over to nearby Içmeler, on a more sheltered
cove, if you’re looking for the area’s best (and
less crowded) beach. Indeed, explore the nearby
inlets and you may find a quiet beach to call your own
for the afternoon, scenic vistas along which to go
hiking, and quiet towns that resemble Marmaris
before the tourists arrived.
Back in Marmaris, be sure to pay a visit to the
Castle Museum, behind the busy bazaar, where
you’ll get some of the best views of the city and the
bay.

DALYAN DELTA
Drop anchor in glassy Ekincik Bay and enter the sprawling Dalyan River Delta by way of stunning Iztuzu Beach,
a extensive, protected stretch of pristine sand that
happens to be one of the last remaining breeding
grounds for the endangered loggerhead turtles.
Tempting as it may be to just set up camp here, the
beach closes in the evening, and, anyway, you’d be
missing out if you never moved past the beach.
The town of Dalyan itself is a delightfully low-key, offthe-beaten track destination. Ride the river dolmus
through the winding, reed-lined canals and take
advantage of the area’s lush beauty and varied
topography to go trekking, river-rafting, and do other
outdoor adventures. Most importantly, though, don’t
miss the ancient Greco-Roman city of Kaunos (also
spelled Caunos), perched on a hill about half an
hour from Dalyan. While its relatively well-preserved
theater, baths, and Byzantine basilica are all worth a
visit, the Lycian temple-tombs carved into the cliffface, dating to 400 BC, are the most impressive sight.
Before you head back to sea, make an excursion to
the area’s famous mud baths, just 10 minutes out
of town. Back in Ekincik Bay, go diving amongst
ancient caves and colorful marine life.

GOCEK BAY
Arrive in deep blue Göcek Bay, sometimes called the
Gulf of Fethiye, and you’ll find you aren’t alone in
marveling at its magnificence. These pine forestedshores, ancient towns, and endless beaches are
pretty much a required stop for anyone traveling by
sea along the Turquoise Riviera.
The resort town of Göcek has managed to avoid to
the over-development of nearby Ölüdeniz, and its
annual regatta has made it a destination more for
yachters than European beach-goers. Spend an
afternoon here sipping cocktails and wine over freshly
grilled fish dishes on a waterfront terrace, then head
out to explore the bay’s numerous forested islands,
coves, and and hidden inlets. Keep an eye out for
Cleopatra’s baths. Take advantage of the protected
bay and deep waters to explore the underwater
world, home to some of the coast’s best scuba
diving amongst submerged ruins.
Stop off in the pleasant town of Fethiye, once the
major port for Roman Lycia. Join the locals along the
seafront promenade and don’t miss the Tuesday
market, where you can stock up on everything from
fresh produce to Turkish textiles to local olive oil
and cheese. To continue the local experience, get
scrubbed and massaged in the 16th-century hammam
in town, marveling at the traditional architecture as
you lounge in the steam room. Venture just out of
town to the ruins and Lycian rock tombs at
Telmessos, the ancient city.

KALKAN
Nestled right in the heart of the Lycian coastline, you’ll
find this pleasant resort town that serves as an ideal
jumping-off point for exploring the numerous Lycian
ruins in the area.
Kalkan itself draws those looking for impressive
beaches but a less bustling atmosphere than that
found up the coast by Fethiye. Bougainvillea-covered
white-washed villas—many of them privately owned
by expats and vacationers from Istanbul—line the
hillsides overlooking the pristine beach and yachtfilled marina. If you’re in need of some down time,
you could easily spend a few days wandering the
winding, cobblestone streets between excellent
restaurants, rooftop bars, and local boutiques.
Most importantly, though, head inland to the several
nearby sites of Lycian ruins. Xanthos-Letoon, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, combines the Lycian
capital and its religious center into one sprawling
location, that could easily take a day of exploring.
Some of its best-preserved buildings are in museums,
but sights such as the Harpy Tomb, amphitheatre,
and Roman roads make it still impressive on its own.
Nearby, also, are the ruins of Patara, Xanthos’ port
and the main Roman port for the whole Lycian coast.
If you have time, stop off at the tiny mountain town
of Islamlar, where life seems to have not changed in
centuries, complete with the çay house on the central
square and a bakery that still uses an old millstone.

KAS
En route from Kalkan to the pleasant fishing town of
Kas, stop at such renowned beaches as Kaputas and
Patara, both of which offer extensive stretches of
virtually untouched shoreline, populated primarily by
beachfront cafés, relaxed locals, and in-the-known
visitors. Continue along the coast, once a major center
of eastern Mediterranean trade, until you reach
Kas, with its red-roofed buildings stretching up the
base of the surrounding hills.
Before you even go ashore, dive amongst the underwater ruins, ancient wreck, and numerous caves that
fill the bay. Explore the islands that dot the water,
searching out secluded coves and clear waters for
swimming and picnicking. Even along the scenic
coastline of the mainland, you’ll find empty beaches
to call your own for an afternoon.
The town of Kas itself you’ll find to a laid-back fishing
town with excellent restaurants, sophisticated hotels,
and boutiques full of silver jewelry, textiles, and leather
goods. The preferred pastime here, though, is strolling
along the flower-lined Akdeniz Promenade before
settling in on a terrace overlooking the sapphire sea
with a cup of çay and some local olives and fruit. Go
for a stroll in the hills around the town in search of the
Lycian cliff tombs, hike up nearby Mount Kızlarsivrisi,
explore nearby ruins, but just don’t forget to relax
and enjoy Kas.

ANTALYA
One of Turkey’s most popular tourist destinations
and fastest-growing cities, this ancient port on the
Turquoise Riviera offers a myriad of diversions and
sights for those willing to look beyond the sprawling
resorts that now dominate a good portion of its
coastline. In those, you will find Russians and Eastern
Europeans lounging by oversized pools, smoking
hookah in courtyards, and partying at crowded hotel
clubs until all hours of the night. So stick, if you can,
to the historic centre, called Kaleiçi, where its stone
walls, Ottoman houses, and winding streets will help
you forget that there’s a major city not far away.
Visit landmarks like Hadrian’s Gate, dating from
approximately 130 BC, and the iconic, 13th-century
Yivli Minare mosque, with its impressive minarets.
The Archaeological Museum, considered one of the
best in Turkey, houses numerous artifacts from the
surrounding area, particularly from the many Lycian
cities that once covered the peninsula.
If you need a beach right away, try Mermerli, not far
from the Kaleiçi, but you’d be better off taking
advantage of the surrounding hills, which provide
numerous opportunities for hiking, trekking, mountain
biking, river rafting, and even skiing, depending
upon the time of year. Dive among shipwrecks in the
harbour, and then take advantage of the Turquoise
Riviera’s most valuable commodity: the sun.

